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CONFIDENTIAL LILONGWE 00479 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MZ, MI, PINT 

SUB J : FALSE ALLEGATIONS REGARDING MALAWI BY MARCELINO DOS SANTOS 
DURING MEETING WITH CODEL DIGGS 

CAPE TOWN FOREMBASSY 

REF: (AL MAPUTO 370; (B) LILONGWE 414; (C) LILONGWE 60 

1. EMBASSY BELIEVES DOS SANTOS' STATEMENTS (REF A) ARE BIASED AND 
WARRANT MORE CAREFUL SCRUTINY. PUBLICLY 

PRESIDENT BANDA HAS BEEN CAREFUL NOT TO ENDORSE THE 
INTERNAL SETTLEMENT IN RHODESIA OR OTHERWISE INDICATE 
SUPPORT FOR IAN SMITH (REF B). 

2. ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NO DOUBT THAT MOZAMBIQUN REFUGEES 
ARE RESIDING IN MALAWI, THERE IS NO EVIDENCE THAT THE 
GOM SUPPORTS ANY TYPE OF MILITARY SUBVERSION AGAINST 
MOZAMBIQUE. AT THE SAME TIME, GOM HAS INDICATED ITS 
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CONCERN ABOUT POSSIBLE ANTI-MALAWIAN GROUPS RESIDING 
IN MOZAMBIQUE AND THERE ISPROBABLY A CERTAIN AMOUNT 
OF BORDER ECONNOITEING BY BOTH SIDES. 

3. THE CHARGE THAT MALAWI IS COMMITTING ECONOMIC 
SUBVERSION AGAINST MOZAMBIQUE IS ABSURD. MALAWI'S 
ECONOMY IS COMPLETELY VULNERABLE TO MOZAMBIQUE'S CONTROL 
OF OUTLETS TO THE SEA. GOM HAS BEEN EXTREMELY CORRECT 
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AND CIRCUMSPECT IN ITS DEALINGS WITH MOZAMBIQUE GOVERN- 
MENT OVER PAST TWO YEARS. A GOM DECISION NOT TO TAKE 
PUBLIC ACTON RE MOZAMBIQUE SEIZURE ON LAKE MALAWI 
OF BADLY-NEEDED TANKER IN DECEMBER IS ILLUSTRATION OF 
EXTREME CAUTION WITH WHICH MALAWI HANDLES ALL MATTERS 
AFFECTING MOZAMBIQUE (REF C). 

4. IT IS TRUE THAT THE AVERAGE MALAWIAN LIVES MUCH 
BETTER THAN HIS COUNTERPART IN MOZAMBIQUE AND THERE IS 
A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF MOZAMBIQUE TRAFFIC ACROSS THE BORDER 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF BUYING AND SELLING PRODUCTS AND FOR MEDICAL 
TREATMENT IN MALAWI. HOWEVER, DOS SANTOS APPARENTLY WISHES TO 
DISCREDIT MALAWI FURTHER IN THE EYES OF THE WORLD AND 
HAS RESORTED TO PROPAGANDA WHICH HE HOPES IF REPEATED 
OFTEN ENOUGH WILL BE ACCEPTED AS ESTABLISHED FACTS. 

STEVENSON 
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